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Purdue Scientists Treat Cancer With Rna Nanotechnology, Purdue Univ News

Excerpts: This triangular particle, which is about 25 billionths of a meter
across, could become one of nanotechnology's contributions to the fight against
cancer. Three strands of RNA - a close chemical cousin of DNA - are linked
together to form this "nanoparticle," (...) Using strands of genetic
material, Purdue University scientists have constructed tiny delivery vehicles
that can carry anticancer therapeutic agents directly to infected cells,
offering a potential wealth of new treatments for chronic diseases. (...)
nanoparticles, which are assembled from three short pieces of ribonucleic acid,
resemble miniature triangles. The microscopic particles possess both the right

size to gain entry into cells and also the right structure to carry other
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therapeutic strands of RNA inside with them, where they are able to halt wviral
growth or cancer's progress.
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