SMALL ANIMAL SURGERY RESIDENCY
The Small Animal Surgery Residency at Purdue University is a three-year program that is designed to provide broad advanced training in small animal surgery and to satisfy the ACVS residency requirements.   Individuals interested in pursuing an academic career are especially encouraged to apply.

Residents rotate between the orthopedic surgery and general surgery services and will be assigned to the neurology/neurosurgery service for exposure to more advanced neurosurgical procedures.  Residents manage patients under the direct supervision of senior faculty.  For a portion of the third year, the chief resident will be in charge of the orthopedic and general surgery services.  Faculty backup is present at all times.  The resident will participate in the surgical emergency duty rotation for soft tissue, orthopedic and neurosurgical cases throughout the program, and will be compensated for seeing after-hours emergency cases.  The majority of the first year will be spent on the surgical services with greater periods of off-clinic time in the second and third years to pursue the graduate program.  The clinical aspect of the residency is supported by a diverse referral surgical caseload and other hospital services such as anesthesia, internal medicine, critical care, cardiology, imaging, radiation oncology and medical oncology; each offering a wide array of expertise in diagnostic and treatment capabilities.  Surgery residents participate in biweekly morbidity and mortality rounds, biweekly small animal surgery journal club, and daily surgery rounds.  Employment is on an annual basis, with continuation in the program dependent upon favorable periodic evaluations.

Current small animal surgery faculty with respective clinical areas and research/special interests include:

Dr. Tim Bentley, DACVIM (neurology); medical neurology and neurosurgery; 
             brain tumors
Dr. Gert Breur, DACVS; orthopedics, neurosurgery; biomaterials, juvenile bone disease

Dr. Amy Fauber, DACVS; orthopedics, medical neurology and neurosurgery; spinal

biomechanics and spinal stabilization techniques                          
Dr. Lyn Freeman, DACVS; soft tissue; minimally invasive surgery, wound healing
Dr. Nic Lambrechts, DECVS; orthopedics, neurosurgery; muscle diseases, spinal biomechanics
Dr. Gary Lantz, DACVS, DAVDC; soft tissue, dentistry; biomaterials

Dr. Rebecca Packer, DACVIM (neurology); medical neurology and neurosurgery; novel therapy

 for brain tumors, minimally invasive neurosurgery, acute spinal cord injury

Dr. Kathy Salisbury, DACVS; soft tissue; education

Dr. Heather Towle, DACVS; soft tissue; clinical instruction 

In addition to clinical training and responsibilities, residents will have the opportunity to develop clinical research techniques, writing skills and lecture preparation/delivery skills.  Involvement in a clinical, translational, or fundamental research project under the supervision of a senior faculty member is required.  Publication of the research findings in a refereed scientific journal is expected, and the manuscript must be submitted for publication before a residency certificate will be granted.  Residents are expected to present one seminar each year to the department and may also be required to present a small number of didactic lectures (1-2 per year). Residents are expected to participate in the clinical teaching of junior residents, interns, veterinary students and veterinary technician students and a commitment to further development of their teaching skills is expected.  Residents are expected to enroll in a Master of Science degree program unless they already have a post graduate degree. Candidates interested in pursuing a PhD may, with the agreement of the faculty mentor(s), enroll in the Clinical Investigator Program, which is designed to develop the capability to conduct clinical and / or fundamental research.  The Clinical Investigator Program strives to integrate residency training with research, and requires graduate study and laboratory experience beyond a three year clinical residency.  This program is a flexible, individualized course of study tailored to the career objective of the candidate and contingent upon available funded research capabilities of the department, school, university and affiliated research centers.

Applicants should follow the AAVC application instructions to produce a: 1) completed AAVC application form, 2) complete curriculum vitae, 3)  brief letter of intent, 4) veterinary college transcript and 5) request three letters of recommendation from faculty and/or employers familiar with the candidate’s background, clinical knowledge and skills.  In addition to these standard application materials filed through AAVC, Purdue requires submission of the Small Animal Surgery Residency Supplemental Application Form found on the website below.  NOTE-This supplemental application form must be submitted to Dr. Amy Fauber (afauber@purdue.edu) on or before November 20th, 2011. Supplemental applications will not be accepted after this date.  
Interviews are strongly encouraged and are by invitation only. In order to be considered for an interview, the supplemental application must be submitted by November 20, 2011, and your AAVC application, including letters of recommendation, must be submitted on time.  Submission of the supplemental form will be considered a request for an interview.  The surgery faculty will review your completed application and determine whether an interview will be arranged. Interview notification will be emailed by mid-December and most interviews will be conducted during the first two weeks of January, 2012. 
Purdue University is an equal opportunity/equal access, /affirmative action employer fully committed to achieving a diverse work force. The School of Veterinary Medicine at Purdue University values, nurtures, and respects all members of its community and ensures an environment of inclusive excellence where all students, faculty, and staff are inspired and empowered to achieve their full potential.  
*Description on Web address:

http://www.vet.purdue.edu/vcs/match/
