VANCOMYCIN USE POLICY
1) Vancomycin should be considered as a treatment of severe infections that are non-responsive to initial therapy and resistant in vitro to all other options.  Other antibiotics where intermediate sensitivity has been demonstrated should be used at the upper end of the dosage range and frequency providing that this will not contribute to morbidity.  Skin and wound infections should not be treated with vancomycin unless there is no response to other alternatives and aggressive local therapy.
2) The VTH Pharmacy needs the authorization of a designated member of the Infectious Diseases Committee in order to dispense vancomycin.  A list of these committee members and their contact information is available in the Pharmacy.  In the unlikely event that no designated individual can be contacted, the attending clinician may prescribe vancomycin provided all attempts to contact the designated individuals are recorded.  Voicemail or email messages must be left for the designated individuals, and vancomycin use will be reviewed as soon as possible.  The clinician requesting authorization must submit written justification for vancomycin use to the Infectious Diseases Committee at the time such use is requested.  If it is determined that vancomycin was inappropriately prescribed, the Infectious Diseases Committee may prohibit the clinician from prescribing vancomycin without approval in the future, regardless of the circumstances.  Note:  members of the Infectious Diseases Committee may not approve their own use of vancomycin for patient care.  The Pharmacy will keep a log recording the hospital case number, prescribing clinician, consenting Infectious Diseases Committee members, vancomycin dose, and duration of treatment.

3) If vancomycin used in the VTH is purchased from an outside pharmacy, that purchase must be routed through the VTH pharmacy and billed to the client.

4) An email will be sent by Infectious Diseases Committee members who authorize use of vancomycin treatment to the rest of the Infectious Diseases Committee members and to the Pharmacy Director.  This email will provide details of the case and reason vancomycin use was authorized.
5) In order to monitor for possible acquired vancomycin resistance due to treatment, follow up specimen cultures should be submitted prior to discharge of the animal treated with vancomycin.  Results will be forwarded by email to the Infectious Diseases Committee by the attending clinician.
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