Epulis
What is Epulis?
An epulis is a benign (meaning it does not metastasize or travel to distant areas of the
body) tumor of the tissue that holds the teeth in place. There are three different types of
epulis:
1. Fibromatous
2. Ossifying
3. Acanthomatous
The difference between these three is the type of material that makes it up and also the
aggressiveness of the tumor. Fibromatous epulis is a tumor of the ligament that holds the
tooth in and is the least aggressive. Ossifying epulis has a bony matrix and is similar in
invasiveness to the fibromatous epulis. Acanthomatous epulis is the most aggressive and
invasive of the three.
Who gets Epulis?




Epulis is the fourth most common tumor to find in a dog’s mouth. It is very rare in
cats.
This tumor is more common in what is called “brachycephalic” breeds, which are
those dogs that have a very short nose and muzzle such as Boxers and Bulldogs.
Usually, dogs are middle aged when they get epulis. The average age is 7 years.

How do I know if my dog has Epulis?
Some of the clinical signs that a dog may show besides actually seeing a mass in the
dog’s mouth include:
 Drooling
 Bad odor to breath
 Trouble eating
 Bloody discharge coming out of mouth
 Loss of weight



Depending on how aggressive the tumor is, there may also be some
displacement of teeth or deformity to the facial features
These signs are not specific for Epulis, but could indicate many other conditions, so it is
best if you notice any of these signs to take your dog to your veterinarian who will be
able to help decide what is going on.
How is a diagnosis of Epulis made?




Radiographs: taken of the mouth to see how deep the tumor is imbedded. Also
radiographs may be taken of the chest both to make sure the dog is all right to
undergo anesthesia and also to check for any tumor spread to the lungs. Although
epulis does not spread to the lungs, at this point, you don’t know for sure that the
tumor is not of some other type that does spread.
Biopsy: of the tumor. A pathologist can look at the tissue under the microscope and
see what kind of tumor it is.

How is Epulis Treated?




Fibromatous Epulis: This tumor can usually be totally cured after it is removed
during surgery. Often, the teeth that are nearby to the tumor will have to be removed
so that the tumor does not regrow.
Ossifying Epulis: Because of the bone involved with this tumor, it can be a more
difficult surgery. However, besides that, the surgery is similar to the Fibromatous
Epulis.
Acanthomatous Epulis: Since this tumor is much more invasive, more tissue and
bone will need to be taken out so that the tumor does not return. Sometimes, even
part of the jaw may have to be removed to get the entire tumor out.

